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Summary  

For International Coastal Clean-Up Day 2023 Policy Forum Guyana participated in the 

Archipelagic Island States Forum coastal clean-up campaign which was headed by Hema Persaud 

who is the AIS Forum Youth Ambassador for Guyana on Saturday 16th September at Unity Beach, 

Mahaica. The Archipelagic and Island States (AIS) Forum is a platform designed to include 51 

archipelagic and island states around the world to take part in a collective forum addressing 

sustainable development issues.  

The AIS Forum itself is a developmental initiative that focuses on concrete actions that can 

promote the role of youth to improve the livelihoods of coastal communities through ideas, 

creativity, and smart and innovative solutions. The mission of the AIS is to spread awareness on 

the Focus areas of the AIS Forum; Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation, Marine Plastic 

Debris, The Blue Economy and Good Maritime Governance. Thus, the Caribbean region of AIS 

Youth ambassadors decided to plan a cleanup in their respective countries which includes Jamaica, 

Barbados and Guyana.  

The Clean-up in Guyana saw volunteers from the University of Guyana Geographical Society, 

Eco-trust Society, Guyana Red Cross Youth, and the Young Mothers for Change Youth Arm. In 

addition, the National Democratic Council and local residents in the area. The group consisted of 

25 persons, which resulted in the removal of 992 lbs. of debris from the beach as well as reporting 

our findings to the Ocean Conservancy. Thus, it would be included in the international reports. 

The main items collected were plastic bottles and food containers.  

Beach cleanup is important because it protects marine animals from ingesting or becoming 

entangled in marine debris like plastic. By removing trash from beaches, we reduce the risk of 

harm to fish, seabirds, and sea turtles. It also protects ecosystem health due to marine debris 

producing toxins and harming coral reefs. 

 

Objectives:  

1. Document Types and Quantities: Document the types and quantities of debris on the 

beach into different categories.  

2. Public Awareness and Behaviour Change: Raise awareness of the land and water 

pollution that occurs on the beach  

3. Sustainable Measures: Propose sustainable measures for beach clean-up campaigns, such 

as continuing clean-up initiatives, and setting policies to prevent litter. 

 

 

 

 



Contributions  

On September 7, 2023, the Archipelagic Island States Forum Youth Ambassador contacted Policy 

Forum Guyana to invite our organization to participate in the coastal clean-up campaign on 16th 

September, 2023 at Unity Beach in Mahaica. The aim of the event was to highlight marine plastic 

pollution on Guyanaôs coast. Volunteers were collected at 7:00 am to be transported to Unity 

Beach, where the clean-up started at 10:00 am and ended at 12:00 pm.  

As a result of this event, we were able to:  

ǒ Gather five representatives from the Policy Forum Guyana  

ǒ Engage with different organizations  

ǒ Collected 286.7 lbs. of garbage from the beach which constituted: 

ƺ 246 Plastic Bottles 

ƺ 40 Snacks wrappers 

ƺ 34 Plastic bags 

ƺ 28 plastic cups 

ƺ 23 Cans 

ƺ 14 Glass bottles 

ƺ 13 Plastic food containers 

ǒ The event was recorded on the Ocean Conservancy site as such, it will be included in the 

international reports.  

 

Challenges with the Event  

 

ǒ Lateness: The event was scheduled to start at 9:00 am but was postponed to 10:00 am due 

to the late arrival of local residents and the National Democratic Council.  

ǒ Poor support: There wasnôt adequate turnout for the coastal clean-up campaign. Hence, 

more emphasis should be placed on advertisement and promotion. Additionally, AIS Forum 

only had one representative which may have resulted in poor coordination of the entire 

event.  

ǒ Unclear Objectives: the main goals of the clean-up werenôt clearly defined or 

communicated with the volunteers and thus led to confusion about expectations as well as 

impact. 

ǒ No systematic way to measure impact: There should have been documentation of the 

garbage collected in order to classify the type of trash that is common here therefore, 

develop solutions to address it.  

 

 



Appendix  

 

Figure 1: Invitation from AIS to Participate in the Coastal Clean-Up 

 
Figure 2: Official Poster  

 



 

Figure 3: Post about the clean-up campaign by Policy Forum Guyana.  

 
This post gained 78 engagement and reached 529 individuals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Figure 4: Group Photo  

 
 

Figure 5: Snacks being distributed  

 
 



 

Figure 6: Collection of debris  

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Figure 7: Policy Forum Guyanaôs Volunteers  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


